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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE USNATO 3669 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO 

SUBJECT: ATLANTIC RELATIONS 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF SPEAKING NOTES USED BY FRG REP IN SPC 
MEETING JULY 31 ON SUBJECT OF ATLANTIC RELATIONS. FRG 
ALSO CIRCULATED SECDEF-FRG MOD LEBER COMMUNIQUE REMARKING 
THAT THERE WERE SEVERAL USEFUL ELEMENTS IN IT. THERE WAS 
NO DISCUSSION AT THE MEETING, THE SPC HAVING AGREED TO TAKE 
UP SUBJECT ON AUGUST 6. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

1. THE ESSENTIAL TASK OF THE ALLIANCE REMAINS THE 
PROTECTION OF THE NATO TERRITORY AND OF THE POLITICAL 
INDEPENDENCE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE AGAINST THE USE 
AND THREAT OF FORCE IN WHATEVER FORM. 

2. THE SECURITYOF THE MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE CAN ONLY BE 
ENSURED BY A BALANCE OF FORCES. IN VIEW OF THE CONSTANT 
STRENGTHENING OF THE FORCES OF THE WARSAW PACT, THE 
DETERMINATION OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE NOT TO RELAX 
THEIR OWN DEFENCE EFFORTS IS OF THE HIGHEST IMPORTANCE. 
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THIS IS THE ONLY WAY IN WHICH A BALANCED POWER RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN EAST AND WEST CAN BE MAINTAINED. 

3. THE EFFORTS REQUIRED FOR DEFENCE ARE THE PRICE FOR PEACE AND 
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INDEPENDENCE AS WELL AS FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE PROCESS 
OF DETENTE. THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE MEMBER COUNTRIES WILL MAKE 
THIS CLEAR TO THEIR POPULATIONS AGAIN AND AGAIN. 

4. THE SECURITYOF ALL MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE IS INDIVISIBLE. 
DEFENCE REMAINS A JOINT RESPONSIBILITY. IF EACH MEMBER OF THE 
ALLIANCE MEETS HIS ALLIANCE OBLIGATIONS, AND IF THE ALLIANCE 
IS PREPARED TO USE ALL THE DEFENSIVE MEANS AT ITS DISPOSAL, 

THE CASUS FOEDERIS WILL IN ALL PROBABILITY NOT ARISE, AND THE 
ALLIANCE WILL NOT HAVE TO MAKE USE OF ANY OF ITS DEFENSIVE 
MEANS. 

5. THE STRATEGY OF FLEXIBLE RESPONSE AND OF FORWARD DEFENCE 
WILL BE MAINTAINED. ONLY THE INTERDEPENDENCE OF CONVENTIONAL 
FORCES AND TACTICAL AND STRATEGIC NUCLEAR WEAPONS LEADS TO AN 
ADEQUATE DEGREE OF DETERRENCE. 

6. THE PRESENCE OF AMERICAN FORCES IN EUROPE IS AN 
EXPRESSION OF THE COMMON INTERESTS ON EITHER SIDE OF THE 
ATLANTIC AND OF THE INDIVISIBILITY OF DEFENCE. THE AMERICAN 
FORCES IN EUROPE ARE 

- AN INDISPENSABLE PART OF THE BALANCE OF FORCES; 

- THE LINK WITH THE NUCLEAR WEAPONS POTENTIAL OF THE ALLIANCE 
AND THUS A GUARANTEE FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE DETERRENT; 

- AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF THE MILITARY, POLITICAL AND PSY- 
CHOLOGICAL STRUCTURE OF THE ALLIANCE. 

AMERICAN FORCES IN EUROPE CANNOT BE REPLACED BY FORCES OF 
EUROPEAN MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE. THERE IS A LINK BETWEEN AN 
UNDIMINISHED PRESENCE OF AMERICAN FORCES AND THE WILLINGNESS 
OF THE EUROPEAN MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE TO CONTINUE THEIR 
DEFENCE EFFORTS AT THE SAME LEVEL AS IN THE PAST. 

7. THE BURDEN OF THE COMMON DEFENCE EFFORTS MUST BE BORNE 
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BY ALL MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE. THIS PRINCIPLE OF BURDEN- 
SHARING SHOULD BE GIVEN PRIORITY, ALSO WITH A VIEW TO THE 
AMERICAN FORCES STATIONED IN EUROPE. 

8. THE EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN BY THE ALLIES TO RATIONALIZE 
THEIR DEFENCE EFFORTS AND TO MAKE THEM MORE COST EFFECTIVE 
WILL BE CONTINUED. THIS APPLIES PARTICULARLY TO THE 
PROBLEM OF EQUIPMENT AND LOGISTICS. 

9. COMMON DEFENCE IS TO BE IMPROVED BY JOINT EFFORTS OF 
THE EUROPEAN MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE. 

END TEXT 
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